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SCHOOL

‘Healthy Bodies, Educated Minds’

For Your Diary:

Term Three 2011

* Monday 29 August 2011: Inspiring Music
Interactive Music Session

* Wednesday 31 August 2011: Inspiring
Music Interactive Music Session

* Thursday 1 September 2011: Inspiring
Music Interactive Music Session

* Wednesday 28 September 2011: Green
House 5 Year Open Morning

* Monday 24 October 2011: Labour Day

(centre closed)

Term Four 2011

* Sunday 25 December 2011: Christmas Day
(Observed on Tuesday 27 December 2011—
centre closed)

* Monday 26 December 2011: Boxing Day
(centre closed)
School Holiday Programmes

e Monday 10 October 2011
October 2011

to Friday 21

e No later than Tuesday 20 December 2011 to
between Monday 30 January 2012 and
Tuesday 7 February 2012

Reading a story together at our mat time
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Parents observing literacy time in small groups

Parents listening carefully to what we have to offer

On 13" July, we welcomed many
parents and visitors to observe our
amazing Green House in action, our
very own primary school.

Children aged 4.5 to 6 are taught in
small groups by seven qualified
primary teachers and the results are
fantastic.

We watched and listened as they
sang and wrote the alphabet, spelt
out loud and even wrote short
stories.

We saw how adept they were at
using sophisticated scientific
equipment to investigate the world
around them, and how they can skip
count in 2s and 3s - well ahead of
their expected maths ability.
Children have the combined

Look what your child gets as a 5 year old in Kiwicare

advantages of preschool and primary
school - expert tuition, small group
learning and flexible hours.

And with one teacher to every 10
children, there is plenty of scope for
each child to navigate concepts of
literacy, numeracy, mathematics,
science and explore art, music,
drama and technology.

Parents have the advantage of year-
round before and after school care so
they don’t have to rush between
school and work.

For more information about the
Kiwicare Primary Class, please speak
with one of our teachers or
administrators.

Written by Anna Clements
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CEO, Founder and Director of Kiwicare
Pre School

Introducing the Blue Manifesto

The Paris UNESCO 2008 Forum was on
The Contribution of Early Childhood
Education to a Sustainable Society

Kiwicare is well placed to link to this
initiative. Education is humanity’s best
hope and most effective means to help the
next generations understand the qualities
and delicacy of our world.

The first years of education are where the
foundation for lifelong learning and
development is laid. If we can spark an
interest in the Blue Manifesto concepts in
our children it will help them enjoy what is
ahead of them.

Look out for the Blue Manifesto in the
Social Studies area in your centre.

In his book Strategy For Sustainability,

Adam Werbach says “True sustainability

has four co-equal components:

e Social (acting as though
matter)

e Economic (operating profitably)

people

e Environmental (protecting and
restoring the ecosystem)
e Cultural (protecting and valuing

cultural diversity)

To implement such a broad approach an
analysis system such as STaR mapping
might be useful.

This system creates strategies to
understand that social change is constant,
technological change is rapid and affects
all forms of communication, and resources
are not limitless.

Kiwicare’s philosophies align with these
concepts already as a leader in the early
childhood profession.

Now with the implementation of our
Virtues Project we can look at the
possibility of each staff member thinking
about their own personal sustainability
project as a means of role modelling for
our children and our centre.

If this is a topic you are interested in do
let us know your ideas as we are in the
thinking stage of this concept and would
value all input .

My new personal assistant, Melissa
Elamani, tel: 021321461 is the co-
ordinator of this project so do call her or
meet with her if you wish.

Support Office

44 Tennessee Ave

Mangere East, Manukau 2024
Phone 270 3979
www.kiwicarepreschool.co.nz

A division of Kiwi Sport Pre School Ltd

On Monday, July
11%, we had our
annual photo day.
That’s when a team §
of  professional|
photographers]|
from PhotolLife |
Studios Ltd come
to take portrait and

class pictures.
Children arrived
wearing best
clothes and with
special hairstyles.
They were

intrigued to see all ©
the photographic equipment - the blg cameras and the Ilghtlng gear.

We were so impressed by how efficiently children filed into lines according to
height and followed the photographer’s instructions. Such professionals!
Nowadays children are used to being able to look at photographs immediately
through the screen on the digital camera so a portrait session comes as
something new for many of them. They will first see their photographs when
they are printed and delivered. We can’t wait to see all the beautiful photos!
Written by Anna Clements

We have had another eventful month here at our Avondale centre, it has been
great!

Thank you to all you parents and caregivers who throughout the year have
attended our community events such as our Celebration Day and Official
Opening and recently our Green House 5 Year Old Open Morning which as you
see in the cover story was a great success. It is always so pleasing to see you
take the time to be involved in such occasions.

At Kiwicare we also encourage parents and families to be involved in the
centre. The teachers and children alike thoroughly enjoy having parents being
involved in our daily curriculum and activities. Would you like talk to the
children about an aspect of your culture? Do you enjoy art, sports, reading
exciting stories, cooking or do you have an exciting occupation you can talk to
the children about? We look forward to having you teach us something, we
will have lots of questions for you too. If you have any input you would like to
contribute please do talk to us and we would love to make arrangements for
you to come in and share your skills and interests too.

This month, our babies have
been very interested in exploring
their literacy skills through
picture books. They like to turn
the pages and study the beautiful
~ pictures.

iy Nico especially likes textured
™ books while Jacob and Sophie
"™ look at picture books together
' and point at the images. Saffron
7k «* loves to read books to Cole.

e Our lovely babies are learning to
play together, and are already
sharing their interest in language
and print.

They also develop their language
skills by using gestures and
sounds to express feelings while
they look at and touch the pictures. The literacy journey has begun.

Written by Sonia Gill
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Saffron and Cole are reading a book together
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Toddlers have had a lot of fun
exploring in the Family
Corner. They set up a tea
party and invited friends and
teddy bears to join them. Girls
were pretending to make kai
for their families while boys
fed the babies different fruit
and vegetables.

Other children were intrigued
by our new maths game, the
Quercetti kit which
encourages learning of
colours, shapes and sizes.
They like to make patterns]|
with the coloured buttons. \
There is always so much to do
and discover - inside and
outside.

Written by Monica Yu

This month in the Blue House has been
an interesting and exciting time. We
have been focusing on learning the
letters of the alphabet and how they can
¥ be organised to spell our names.

The children are excited to find the
letters for their names and practise
writing their names. In fact, they love it
so much that they now have their very
= own sign in sheet to use when they
arrive each day.

Children are making sense of words in
§ contexts that have meaning for them.
They have also been introduced to
Casey the Caterpillar , a handwriting
method. Children delight at recognising
an increasing number of words and
assembling letters into words they can
read.

Written by Glenda Lovatt

Rayan and Khalen practise writing

Children in Red House had such a fun
time making sushi. |
Teachers and parents helped prepare
the ingredients - vegetables, tuna,
sticky rice and seaweed - and even
banana.

The younger children cut the bananas
into small pieces all by themselves, and
older children joined the sushi-making
and discussion. J
We noticed the healthy ingredients and '
discussed which ones we liked most. ‘
Children voted for banana sushi — yum! |
Through preparing sushi, children were
able to experience the joy of making
delicious food out of a range of familiar
items, to explore maths by measuring
and weighing, and to enjoy Japanese-
style cuisine.

Thank you so much to the wonderful
parents who helped us have such a fun
sushi session. Written by Liz Lee

Time to eat our delicious sushi

Important Reminders

* Do you have a skill or interest
you would like to share with
the children? Please do speak to
your child’s teacher.

* Have you had a look at your
childés portfolio

* Playgroup is Tuesday and
Thursday mornings, 9.30am-
1lam in the Burgundy House.

* Check out our Green House for
45 1 6 year olds. Monika can
show you what we have to offer
your 5 year old. Remember our 5
year class open morning on
Wednesday 28 September 2011.

* Please provide your children with a
jumper in their bag as the cooler
weather starts to set in.

* Please ensure you sign in your
chil dés prescri ben n
the medicine book.

* Please ensure you sign your
child in and out each day.

* Please be careful when you are
parking in any of the car parks.
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Keep an eye out for
pedestrians and our little
children.

New Resources

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

New Oven

Children’s Books
Sporting Equipment
Dominoes and Counters
Attribute Blocks

Digital Cameras for Staff
Storage Containers
Trikes

Wooden Block Trolley

Casey Caterpillar Building Blocks
Resources

Art and Craft Resources
Children’s Writing and Math Books

* %



Feature of the
Month...
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From Donna Wrack, Kiwicare Pre
School 6s Deputy CEO

If you have any enquiries please email:
donnawrack@ kiwicarepreschool.co.nz

Science for Children

Preschool children are like little scientists —
they are curious about the world around
them. Every day is a new exploration for
knowledge and growth. They want to
know why clouds move and how spiders
make webs and how a tiny seed can make
a giant sunflower or why it rains. These
ideas are all science and nature-related
themes that are appropriate for the early
childhood education curriculum.

In active science programmes at Kiwicare
Pre School, children make choices, voice
opinions and perform various
investigations. Children demonstrate their
interests, understandings, and emerging
skills through their conversations; their
questions; their actions; and the work they
produce, such as constructions, drawings
or writings. Through exploration and
discussion, preschool children learn that
science is part of their lives — and that it's
a lot of fun!

Teachers ask open ended questions, such
as:

efiwhat do you think migh
efiWwhy do you think that
efiwhat do you see

Teachers invite children to observe

something and describe what they see,
encourage children to explore with all their
senses: taste, touch, hearing, sight, and
smell; and encourage children to think
about possible explanations for themselves
rather than just giving the answers.
Preschool children find science in trips to
the park and the playground, water and
sand play, making fruit salad, rolling toys
down a ramp, and building with blocks.
Science is based on curiosity, and teachers
reinforce children's inherent curiosity
through plenty of discussion.

Young children may not be able to process
the information completely and are
satisfied with very simple and basic
answers but exposing them to these
concepts will build the foundation for a
deeper understanding of science in the
world as they grow and mature. Being
aware of insects and plants and weather
and animals is the first building block of
knowledge upon which more building
blocks will be stacked. Knowledge comes
in baby steps as children mature and their
cognitive abilities grow.

s

h app e nyithGetting ©f trees, bushes,

Our little explorers in the
Orange House have recently
shown a great interest in
the process of volcano
eruptions. To extend the
| learning further, we decided
to make a play dough
volcano.

Children were very excited
and helped to form the
volcano shape.They all took
turns to paint it brown just
like the colour of real
volcano. When the model
was complete, they waited
patiently until it was dry.
Next we went outside and
gathered around our model. We discussed how and why volcanoes erupt.
Then the fun began... we mixed vinegar, baking soda and food colouring to
create lava and watched it spill from the centre of our volcano. Wow! Isn't
science amazing? Written by Helen Xu

Look at our volcano. Soon it will erupt!

Children have been talking
about volcanoes since they
heard about flights being
disrupted by clouds of
volcanic ash. They have |
been intrigued by, and
curious to find out more iy
about volcanoes.

After_some discussion about
the CRiledn® Volcino’in the &
news we decidedsto gnake a |
model of a volcano, complete

a river and even dinosaurs.
We had so much fun working
on our model, culminating g ¢ B y< €« ©
with a simulated eruption of Green House children visit Mangawhau, a dormant volcano
ash - a chemistry lesson

about how certain ingredients react when mixed.

We read about volcanoes, researched the topic using our promethean board,
and took an exciting trip to investigate a real, dormant volcano right here in
Auckland, Mangawhau/Mt Eden. Written by Monika Bhatia

As expected our holiday programme went off with a blast. The children
enjoyed participating in a range of exciting activities and outings from arts
and crafts, baking, mini golf, ten pin
bowling, a King Arthur play, the
movies, Auckland museum, many
parks and playgrounds and much
more.

We warmly welcomed new friends to
the programme these holidays. It has
been wonderful to see the children
looking after each other and having
fun together.

We have had a number of great ideas
from the OSCAR children about some
activities to put in the next holiday
programme. Watch this space!
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Exploring mini golf in the dark



